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mission, and it is hardly surprising that he showed
neither tact nor patience in his dealings with a
colony that did little else but check and thwart
the plans that had been entrusted to him for
execution. The people of Massachusetts charged
him with tyranny and despotism. Their leaders,
many of whom were members of his council,
complained of the council proceedings, which,
they said, were controlled by Andros and his
favorites, so that debate was curtailed, objections
were overruled, and the vote of the majority
was ignored. There is much truth in the charge,
for Andros was self-willed, imperious, and impa-
tient of discussion. On the other hand the Puritan
leaders inordinately loved controversy and debate.
If Andros was peremptory, the Puritan councillors
were obstructive.

A more legitimate charge was the absence of a
representative assembly and the levying of taxes
by the fiat of the council. But Andros had no
choice in this matter: he was compelled to govern
according to his instructions. Not only was his
treasury usually empty, but he was always con-
fronted with the heavy expense of fortification
and of protecting the frontier. He does not ap-
pear to have been excessive in his demands, and in